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Here it is: Because these God-visits are covenant-driven, Jesus was born as a fulfilment
of God's promise to His people. And so, in Bethlehem, God shows up once again.
But this time around, it is no longer merely a visitation! In the Incarnation, God's intent
was not just to visit man, but to actually dwell with man! We are now in the
permanence of the divine.

Christmas, then, should be thought of as a holy moment. Christmas is a divine moment.

We have to be careful not to get caught up with just a sentimentalized celebration of
Christmas, but we have to understand that an utterly holy moment such as this requires
divine prostration—it deserves worship!

Beloved, every time you celebrate Christmas, always have this in mind, you are
celebrating the birth of Deity, and your humanity should shiver.

Yes, of course, this season is a season to celebrate. It is a season of merry-making too.
But let us be aware not to go circling in the secular trappings of Christmas, for
celebrating it without understanding the holiness of the moment will mute its power.

There is a seriousness to Christmas. It is a divine moment. In Luke 2:8-14, the news about
Jesus' birth brought fright first before joy. We have become accustomed to the idea of
a happy celebration devoid of holiness. Let us not be indifferent to the message of
Christmas. Let us approach Christ the same way the pagan wise men did, the same
way the shepherds did—in fear and reverence.

Christmas is both merry and holy.
Devotional Questions
If Christmas is a holy moment, how do you think should you celebrate it2

What will you incorporate into your celebration to remind you of its holiness2

Prayer
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Luke 2:8-14
Isaiah 6:3

The employment of three repetitions is a literary formula used to show a great
emphasis on a certain subject. Among the many attributes of God, Isaiah 6:3 records
one description using this formula; it reads, "Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty".

Just how holy is “Holy, Holy, Holy" though?

There are many ways to answer that, but an easy way to understand this is by looking
into people's tangible experiences with God recorded in Scriptures called
theophanies. Theophanies are simply God-visits. Many of these divine theophanies are
seen in the Old Testament.

The Lord's visit fo Abraham was culminated by a proclamation of the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah. A vile Jacob came out limping after an encounter with the
Lord. Whether it's a burning bush, a pillar of cloud and fire, or the rumblings of thunder
at the foot of Sinai, one thing is quite clear: In these recorded visits by the Lord, people
aren't seen coming out apathetic or giggling in laughter. They are nothing close to
those chill afternoons of ours doing quiet time at coffee shops. People would crouch
down in holy fear every time the Lord showed up.

As seen in the Bible, the absolute holiness of God rouses terror, and during His visits,
no one dares to come too close, lest they be overwhelmed and consumed
by His holiness. So yes, these God-visits can be comforting, but at the same time,
they are terrifying.

Think about it. For the Israelites, God's presence during the exodus brought great
comfort, but it also came with a great sense of fear and reverence. Even the place of
God's presence in the temple was called "the holy of holies." People knew there is a
certain danger to the holiness of God.

But why do divine theophanies happen anyway? Usually, many of these God-visits are
covenant-driven. God shows up in the midst and on behalf of His people.

So, where is Christmas in all of these?
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