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Romans 5:10-11
Colossians 1:21-22

We love to celebrate Christmas together with our family and friends.

We hold numerous Christmas parties. Each one for the different groups of friends we
have. We practice our Christmas performances with our workmates and desperately
try to buy those last-minute gifts for them. We go back to our hometowns and
experience a reunion of sorts with friends and relatives we have not seen in a long
fime. We reconcile and reconnect with those we have become distant. And we wait
for the strike of midnight while having our Noche Buena with our family.

The bottom line is, this season brings out our love for others. It reminds us how valuable
relationships are.

This should come as no surprise because we are designed for relationships. No matter
how introverted we may be, no person can live on his own. We all yearn for love,
friendship, acceptance — all of which are only possible through relationships.

But what is it in this season that causes us to show love to others so much? Why do we
go the extra mile to extend generosity, compassion, and forgiveness? Is it merely the
built-up hype of the holidays that has become a yearly tradition? The warm fuzzy
feelings we get when we post about it online2 Or is it the self-imposed pressure to get
everything right for Christmas?

No, none of them are reason enough. If we are moved only by the hype of the
holidays, then this season will only exhaust us. We must look into the heart of why this
season is so worth celebrating.

We must start at the beginning.

When Adam and Eve were created, they enjoyed having perfect communion with
God. They were in paradise, but when they sinned against Him, that communion was
severed. That could have been the end to our story. Man sinned against God,
was eternally separated from Him, and was destined to be condemned because of
the sins he has committed. Forever trying to fix what he can never restore.

But in His mercy and grace, God did not abandon man. Though there was no need,
no reason for God to extend His grace and fix the mess mankind had done, God would
restore and rescue humanity Himself. He promised that a savior would come, a savior
who would take away the sins of the world.
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This Savior is the reason why we celebrate Christmas. This season is first and foremost,
a celebration of the coming of that promised Savior. A centuries-long promise finally
fulfiled, God dwelling among us, in the flesh as Jesus Christ. Like Moses, David,
and many others had a mission to save people, so too did Jesus — to rescue humanity
from slavery to sin. A mission He would fulfill by dying on the cross for our sins.

In doing so, He would assure us of our salvation and reconciliation with God. What man
could not fix, Christ did. Through Christ, the veil had been torn, the broken communion
between God and man was now restored. And those who received Christ and
believed in His name became children of God. We who were once enemies of God
had been reconciled to Him. A grand reunion had happened.

When we look back at this when we pause to contemplate on the immense love God
has done for us, we cannot help ourselves but show love and kindness to others as well.
This, friends, is where we should draw upon our love for others — God's love.

We may have heard of that phrase many times, but | hope we do not become
overfamiliar with the vastness and depth of God's love. For it was God's love on full
display when He sent His one and only Son to die on the cross for our sins. A death we
should have died.

And so, being recipients of this ultimate act of love given to humanity, let us live
lives that reflect God's love. Lives that have become a tangible example of God's love
for people.

Devotional Questions

How does Jesus' sacrifice affect your relationships2

Are there people in your life who have been a great blessing to you this year?
What are some simple ways you could do to show your appreciation to them?2

Are there people in your life that you need to reconnect or reconcile with2
What are some steps that you could do?

Prayer
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